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To all Structures Committee Members

Notice is hereby given that a Meeting of the Structures Committee will be held remotely
on Wednesday. 24^^ March 2021 at 2:00pm at which your attendance Is requested.

Due to COVID-19, this meeting will be held remotely in accordance with The Local
Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and
Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020.

Ian Warsap
Chief Executive



AGENDA

1. Recording the meeting.

2. Apologies for Absence.

3. Declarations of Interest.

4. To receive and, if correct, sign the Minutes of the Structures Committee Meeting held
on the 13*^ March 2019 (pages 1-11)

5. Matters arising.

6. To review the Structures Committee Terms of Reference (pages 12 & 13)

7. To receive the Minutes of the Board meeting held 26^^ June 2019 relating to the matters
arising of the Structures Committee Minutes of the 13^^ March 2019 (page 14)

8. To receive the minutes of the Executive Committee meeting held on 10^*^ June 2020
relating to the cancelled 2020 Structures Committee meeting (page 15)

9. To review the Structures Replacement Policy (No. 09) (pages 16-19)

10. To receive the Structures Report 2021 including the Replacement Programme
(pages 20 - 30)

(i) Ewerby Pumping Station Technical Note (pages 31 - 35)
(ii) South Kyme Pumping Station Technical Note (pages 36 - 39)
(iii) Damford Ground Pumping Station Technical Note (pages 40 - 43)

11. Any Other Business.



BLACK SLUICE INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD

MINUTES

of the proceedings of a meeting of the Structures Committee

held at the offices of the Board on

March 2019 at 2pm

Members

Chairman - * Mr J G Fowler

*  Mr W Ash * Mr V A Barker

*  Mr P Holmes * Mr R Leggott
*  Mr P Robinson * Cllr P Skinner

*  Cllr M Cooper

Member Present

In attendance: Mr I Warsap (Chief Executive)
Mr P Nicholson (Operations Manager)

1406 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE - Acenda Item 1

There were no apologies for absence.

1407 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST - Agenda Item 2

There were no declarations of interest.

The Chairman welcomed Cllr M Cooper to his first Structures Committee
meeting.

1408 MINUTES OF THE LAST STRUCTURES COMMITTEE MEETING - Aoenda

Item 3

Minutes of the last meeting held on the 21^^ March 2018, copies of which had
been circulated, were considered and it was AGREED that they should be
signed as a true record.

1409 MATTERS ARISING - Agenda Item 4

(a) REVIEW OF THE STRUCTURES REPLACEMENT POLICY - Minute

1250

Mr R Leggott questioned if the Lincolnshire County Council had been sent
a copy of the Structures Replacement Policy? The Chief Executive
responded that it has been sent to the central office, whereby it will also
be distributed to all the local highway officers, district councils and
borough councils.



(b^ ACCESS BY THIRD PARTIES USING PUMPING STATIONS AS
CROSSING POINTS - Minute 1251

The Chief Executive gave an update on third parties using pumping
stations as crossing points. He explained that all parties involved at all the
pumping stations have been contacted and gave the current situation of
each pumping station as follows:

Pumping Station Current situation

Swineshead Locked gates in place.

Ewerby Locked galvanised gates to be erected.
Chainbridge Locked pedestrian gate.

Black Hole Drove Gates have been removed following the committee's
approval. Thanks have been received by the local
community and ramblers.

Dyke Fen Obtaining quotations for galvanised gates.

Therefore, the only pumping station outstanding is Great Hale pumping
station, at which heavy agricultural equipment is continuing to cross over.
Longstaff and Co. have responded as follows on behalf of the land
occupier in relation to Great Hale:

7 have spoken further with my clients who have sort advice from their
solicitor. Their solicitor has confirmed that they have an unrestricted right
of access to this land and the Black Sluice Drainage Board do not have
the right to impose restrictions on this access retrospectively.

My clients have said that they cannot see the purpose in meeting when
their legal advice is clear. They went on to say they will respond to any
attempts to restrict or impose conditions on their legitimate access to their
land with legal action.'

The Board's solicitor has started to look into this and provided the
following information:

'On 6 July 1965 the Board granted to the (then) owners of land comprised
in Bridge Farm:

1. A right of way 20 feet in width
2. At all times and for all purposes
3. With or without vehicles and animals

4. Over that part of the piece of land thereby conveyed as lies between
the two broken blue lines on Plan 106/2B

5. (To) enable (the Owner for the time being) to and egress from the land
to the South West....

6. (Further) such Right of Way shall be maintained at the Board's
expense in a fit state of repair to carry normal farm traffic.'

The Chief Executive added that the Board's solicitor doesn't feel there is

any legal argument from the land tenants point of view, however, he has
pointed out that they will have a duty of care in relation to damage to the
crossing point and pumping station.



The Board's solicitor is therefore currently preparing a letter to the users
of the crossing point regarding a way forward; accepting that they have a
right of access but also ensuring that they are aware they have a legal
responsibility for the condition of the crossing point and pumping station.

Cllr P Skinner noted that 'normal farm traffic', as referred to in the Board's
grant to the owners of Bridge Farm, has advanced from relatively small
and light equipment to today's heavy agricultural machinery. Therefore,
the design may be inadequate for such heavy traffic. The Chief Executive
added that he has questioned the exact definition of 'normal farm traffic'
in 1965 with the Board's solicitor.

Mr P Holmes added that the vibrations caused by the heavy machines
could be doing unseen damage. Therefore, it may be that future tenants
have an accident due to the unseen damage caused by the previous
tenant. He felt a structural survey should be completed.

The Chief Executive stated that the Board have been advised to and

have implemented a diary system at the pumping station, whereby any
employees attending the pumping station can log any third party
machinery crossing to build up a log of evidence. The pumping station
currently has no CCTV, the possibility of installing it has been discussed
but the solicitor felt that it is not required at this time and that the diary log
is sufficient. However, it was noted that attendance is infrequent and so
monitoring the traffic crossing may be difficult.

Mr P Robinson questioned whether the Board's machinery needs to be
able to cross it? The Operations Manager clarified that the Board do use
the crossing point, mostly with the teleporter to clear weed away from the
weed dump area and occasionally, when required, with the unimog and
trailer. It was questioned whether, if a weight restriction was imposed as
a result of the structural survey, if it would apply to the Board?

Cllr M Cooper questioned if there is an alternative route? It was noted
that there is an alternative but it is a much further distance and over

private land.

Mr R Leggott questioned whether the permission was given to the
occupier of the land or the land itself? The Chief Executive responded
that it is not the same occupier as in 1965 and the norm would be that the
permission would have been transferred with the sale of the land. Mr R
Leggott further questioned if it could be put in writing that when the land
is next transferred the permission to cross is not transferred with it and
therefore stopped, drawing a line under it that way?

The Chairman suggested that in the meantime should installation of
CCTV and a structural survey be prioritised? Cllr P Skinner further added
that an accelerometer could also be fitted to monitor the vibrations. Mr P

Holmes felt that if the Board can prove the use of the crossing point
through these suggestions then the Board will be able to prove
responsibility for any damage caused.


















































































